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<Abstract>
Translation and Interpretation of Proverbs 31:1-9:
Focusing on @ and 777

Jae Woog Bae

(Youngnam Theological University and Seminary)

In this article, the writer has dealt with the translation and interpretation of
Proverbs 31:1-9, which is passed down in the name of ‘Lemuel’ as its author.
The writer dealt with the translation of ‘Massa’ in Proverbs 31:1 and
‘derakheeka’(°277) in verse 3, and sought to identify what the proverb writer
would convey through Proverbs 31:1-9.

Proverbs 31:3-9 known as “The Way of the King” is revealed through a just
trial. First, “wisdom appeared in the prohibition order” in vv. 3-7, and in vv. 8-9,
“the counsel for justice” is present. Proverbs often warn about alcohol (cf. Pro.
20:1; 23:31-35). The mother of King Lemuel(‘?:;m‘;) enumerates the
harmfulness of wine and warns her son about alcohol, relating the reason to the
cause. Kings must pay attention to people in hardships, and exercise their duties
properly. Since kings have a duty to the people, it is necessary to know the
difficulties of the people and to serve them. In particular, there is a lesson about
the need to identify with the needy who can be alienated from the trial (v. 8 and
9b).

In the Old Testament, God’s justice is the “grace of God” (cf. Isa. 40:10;
51:14; 46:12-13; 61:10) and also judgment (cf. Isa. 1:17). The mother of King
Lemuel instructs her son to act in justice as a king on behalf of God. Justice
needs to be practiced. The king’s rule should be justified through this trial. The

king sets up a common good when he conducts a just trial.



